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Background

A series of meetings of the WHO Informal Working Group on 
Echinococcosis have taken place:

• Geneva, Switzerland, 15-16 December 2016 
• Bern, Switzerland, 9-11 October 2019 
• Lima, Peru, 29 November 2019

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.2009.11.001

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-HTM-NTD-NZD-2017.01
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.2009.11.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.2009.11.001
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Scope of the Guideline -1
• Enable clinicians in their respective healthcare 

environments to manage CE patients appropriately and 
at the highest standards of care possible 

• Reduce and avoid over- and mistreatment of patients 

• Providing recommendations on the indications of the 
four main management modalities: 

(1) anti-parasitic drug treatment, 
(2) percutaneous methods, 
(3) surgery, 
(4) “watch & wait” 

• depending on the stage and localization of the cysts

• For UNCOMPLICATED LIVER CE and small uncomplicated 
lung CE

• Where areas of equipoise exist



Scope of the Guideline -2
• Enable clinicians in their respective healthcare 

environments to manage CE patients appropriately and 
at the highest standards of care possible 

• Reduce and avoid over- and mistreatment of patients 

• Providing recommendations on the indications of the 
four main management modalities: 

(1) anti-parasitic drug treatment, 
(2) percutaneous methods, 
(3) surgery, 
(4) “watch & wait” 

• depending on the stage and localization of the cysts

• For UNCOMPLICATED LIVER CE and small uncomplicated 
lung CE

• Where areas of equipoise exist



Scope of the Guideline -3
• Enable clinicians in their respective healthcare 

environments to manage CE patients appropriately and 
at the highest standards of care possible 

• Reduce and avoid over- and mistreatment of patients 

• Providing recommendations on the indications of the 
four main management modalities: 

(1) anti-parasitic drug treatment, 
(2) percutaneous methods, 
(3) surgery, 
(4) “watch & wait” 

• depending on the stage and localization of the cysts

• For UNCOMPLICATED LIVER CE and small uncomplicated 
lung CE

• Where areas of equipoise exist



Scope of the Guideline - 3 cont.
• Enable clinicians in their respective healthcare 

environments to manage CE patients appropriately and 
at the highest standards of care possible 

• Reduce and avoid over- and mistreatment of patients 

• Providing recommendations on the indications of the 
four main management modalities: 

(1) anti-parasitic drug treatment, 
(2) percutaneous methods, 
(3) surgery, 
(4) “watch & wait” 

• depending on the stage and localization of the cysts

• For UNCOMPLICATED LIVER CE and small uncomplicated 
lung CE

• Where areas of equipoise exist

Complicated CE Surgery 

Uncomplicated Liver CE

Other organs CE 
Multidisciplinary

Multiple CE 

Inactive Watch-and Wait

Active Areas of equipose→ Guidelines

Uncomplicated lung CE Surgery

<5cm Guidelines



Scope of the Guideline - 4 
• Enable clinicians in their respective healthcare 

environments to manage CE patients appropriately and 
at the highest standards of care possible 

• Reduce and avoid over- and mistreatment of patients 

• Providing recommendations on the indications of the 
four main management modalities: 

(1) anti-parasitic drug treatment, 
(2) percutaneous methods, 
(3) surgery, 
(4) “watch & wait” 

• depending on the stage and localization of the cysts

• For UNCOMPLICATED LIVER CE and small uncomplicated 
lung CE

• Where areas of equipoise exist
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Recommendations



Target Product Profiles (TPP)
for diagnostics for E. granulosus/Cystic echinococcosis

in animals and humans
for PUBLIC HEALTH PURPOSES



TPP structure
The role of the subgroups is: 

1. Understand the current diagnostics landscape and set 
diagnostic priorities

2. To prepare new or review existing TPPs for 
teniasis/cysticercosis, cystic echinococcosis, FBT and rabies

3. To describe the programmatic use case to scientists and 
product developers




