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Consensus on the terminology in the field of 

echinococcoses: 

same words to better understand each other



History, geography and 
languages have shaped the 

vocabulary of  echinococcoses
(in the plural!)
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Aims of the World Association of 
Echinococcosis (WAE) for the work on 

nomenclature/terminology 
Initiated at the World Congress of Echinococcosis in 
Algiers, 2017

 To provide a basis for discussion and decision on the 
accepted words/expressions in English to designate the 
parasites of the Echinococcus genus, and related 
diseases

 To reach a consensus after further scientifically- and/or 
historically- and/or linguistically-based discussion with 
the recognized specialists of each field

 To publish this consensus in an internationally  indexed 
journal with free access to papers

 To transfer the results to the local languages of 
echinococcosis endemic areas



Methodology: Formalized Consensus

Constitution of working groups

 Steering and Writing Group (SWG) 

 Consultation and Rating Group (CRG)

 Reading and Review Group (RRG):

15 countries, 
5 continents
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coordinators and the CRG

Time schedule of the Formal Consensus Process





Names of Echinococcus spp.-related diseases

• Only 3 names for 3 types of diseases

– *Cystic echinococcosis (*E. granulosus sensu lato)

– *Alveolar echinococcosis (*E. multilocularis)

– **Neotropical echinococcosis (*E. vogeli and *E. 
oligarthra)

« echinococc-osis », 
from the name of the 

genus « Echinococc-us »



• All other names are rejected and should be
abandonned!

• One use of ‘hydatid’ accepted: as an adjective to 
designate only structures related to E. granulosus
sensu lato (e.g. ‘hydatid cyst’, ‘hydatid fluid’).

Names of Echinococcus spp.-related diseases
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The AORC system of CE surgery description

OP NOP
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Transposition francophone du système AORC

Ce système identifie les éléments-clés du geste chirurgical, avec un 
impact sur le pronostic; utile en discussion multidisciplinaire des cas
L’utilisation de ce système par les chirurgiens devrait permettre une 
comparaison plus aisée entre les études publiées



Termes français consensuels pour la description du kyste

Couche germinale
Couche stratifiée
Couche adventitielle

Les ‘vésicules filles’ 
deviennent 

des ‘kystes filles’!

L’adjectif ‘hydatique’ ne doit être utilisé que pour la larve d’Echinococcus granulosus sensu lato

Liquide kystique
Liquide hydatique (seulement 
pour E. granulosus s.l.



Adaptation to other 
languages spoken in 

endemic areas: 
Chinese, French, 

Spanish



Conclusion

• A consensus process rarely used in the field of 
terminology; 95 ‘approved’ and 60 ‘rejected terms’ 
with their definition

• A (rare) example of collaborative work initiated by the 
World Association of Echinococcosis and approved by 
the WHO-Informal Working Group on Echinococcosis

• Adaptation to Chinese, French and Spanish 

• All articles easily accessed online (Key-words: 
« terminology of echinococcosis » « terminologie des 
échinococcoses »)

• Apparently still ignored by many people in publications 
and everyday communication…!
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